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Letter from the Interim Moderator

Just imagine the scene not so many years ago. You wanted to buy a selection
of groceries. For most it would be Tesco. You wanted that dress for the special
occasion. The nearest Marks & Spencer store (much easier to locate than to-day)
was your required stop. As a manager you were required to purchase or lease a
computer. So you looked no further than IBM. Not too long ago there was a very
true saying that "no manager was ever sacked for buying a computer from Big Blue"
- as IBM is called.

It is amazing how things change. The advance of Aldi and Lidl has eaten into
the major supermarket’s share. A few years previous the “experts” told us that the
combined sales of Aldi and Lidl would never amount to no more than 5% of the
market. It now stands at 16%. It does not pay to fervently believe the “experts”.
Marks has experienced an almost continuous drop in women’s wear sales for the past
eight years. IBM simply failed to predict the power and capability of the P.C. Can
you recall MFI, Phones4U, Jane Norman, Focus DIY, Zavvi Megastore, Comet,
Woolworths, C&A? All names that have now disappeared from the High Street.
They got it wrong and paid the penalty. Consumers can be very malicious!

Likewise how many people tend to take for granted all the “popular lines”
they get from our Lord? Items for which they are not even asked for a purchase
price. How ofien does each of us say thanks to God?

But when the desired stock is sold out. The computer crashes. The food turns
mouldy. When they hit a bad patch — who is to blame? It is God. Is our Lord
forgotten like the stores just mentioned? Sadly, Christianity is yesterday’s stock to
many. And we all know that yesterday’s supply must be sold off cheaply — or
thrown away. And Jesus is treated as severely damaged goods at times. Either the
price has been drastically reduced to get rid of them or they are dumped. Because it
is a sad fact that so many find it very embarrassing nowadays to have anything
whatsoever to do with Jesus. Why is Jesus so side-lined in many areas?

New season’s stock is put out for sale at premium prices. ngh mark-ups to
gain maximum profit. This is the paradox. We have a Saviour who is ever new and
yet He is often treated as soiled goods. How utterly disparaging it must be for our
Saviour to feel like that. This is not new. It is not a 2022 phenomenon. It has been
the case since biblical times. Many people simply turned their back on Jesus and
walked away. They had no time for Him.

We have the honoured task of promoting our Lord Jesus. We have the most
precious Saviour. We "present" our Saviour in different ways. Churches have
different concepts or worship and place distinct emphasis upon various aspects of
Christian devotion. Most churches do try very hard to present a very attractive
package. But where are the customers? The punters are missing. We do not even
charge for the goods or the service. People are welcome to come to Church without
donating to the offering. Many churches do not even have an offering now as so
many give by direct debit or standing order. [ went to a church recently and you
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were invited to tap the screen to donate £10.00. We have heard it so many times
before. Church services are boring. No one makes us welcome. But in the main that
is not true. Most Churches go out their way to accommodate newcomers. To make
them feel at home, comfortable and at ease. And many sermons are provoking and
challenging.

So again let me return to the age old question of why more people do not find
the challenge, the comfort and the hope for the future that is found in the Church.
Jesus is not spoiled goods. Jesus has never reached, and will never reach, His sell-by
date. Many personalities, numerous dictators may have had intimate control over
their citizens. But they eventually die. Memories are short lived. To-day children
use the memorial to the Romanian dictator Ceausescu as a slide! The grave of Karl
Marx is in Highgate cemetery. Once a must-see of the Left Wing. It is now largely
abandoned. At one time Ceausescu and Marx were adored, respected and feared.
Now where do they stand in the pecking order? The same will happen to Mr Putin. 1
just pray fervently that the Ukrainians will win. I also feel so sorry for the many
Russian soldiers who never wanted to be in Ukraine in the first place.

The memory of Jesus has never died. It is always in Christians' minds. There
is only God. There is only one Jesus, the true and only Son of God. Quite simply
there are no substitutes. 'You cannot discard God or Jesus and pick up an adequate
substitute. Sadly so many shop around for other beliefs, faiths. Many religiously
stick to one Church all their lives. But in an age where more and more people are
mobile it is simply not feasible. We move to different parts of the country and so go
to different Churches.

Again let us revert to our theme. If we were offered cheap and tatty clothes or
inedible food we would instantly and quite rightly walk away. How can you
possibly say the Lord’s Prayer and not believe? Saying “Our Father” surely implies
a belief in God? Of course I am not stating that you must believe in God to come to
Church. Many attend church for some time before they come to a belief in God.
Sadly others attend church but cease to worship because they never find God in
church worship.

But let us suppose there were no shopping malls for spreading Christianity.
Let us imagine that they did not exist. Let us theorise that churches degenerate into
social clubs. What would happen then? Quite simply a vacuum would be created.
The one whom we do not hear about very often would simply step and fill the void. I
refer to Satan, the Devil.

C. S. Lewis created quite a stir when he published the Screwtape Letters in
1942. The book provides a series of lessons in the importance of taking a
deliberate role in Christian faith. It portrays a typical human life, with all its
temptations and failings, seen from devils' viewpoints. Screwtape holds an
administrative post in the bureaucracy of Hell. He acts as a mentor to
Wormwood, the inexperienced, incompetent tempter. In the thirty-one letters
which comprise the book, Screwtape gives Wormwood detailed advice on
various methods of undermining faith and promoting sin in the “Patient” (a
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Christian). Interspersed with observations on human nature and Christian
doctrine, individual benefit and greed are seen as the greatest good.

The Bible is crystal clear - waiting to fill any vacuum is Satan. And what a
world that would be. No love. No faith. No grace. No good deeds. No caring. No
sharing. "Please do not go on," you might say. Yes it is a pretty debilitating
scenario. But never fear. Our God will never let us down. Church membership may
be falling in Britain but millions of people still follow our God. He seems to be
going out of fashion in certain countries. He may be seen as soiled goods. But to
His followers He will always be viewed as this season’s must-have fashions. His
food is always fresh and never reaches its sell-by date. His computers never crash.
Because He loves us and will always care for His followers.

Colin Watson

Pastorate Matters

A short note to appraise you of the present situation. The three churches in our
URC Pastorate successfully went through the scoping process some months previous.
Each church is now scoped at one third (of a minister). That process was completed
when the pastorate vacancy was declared last September.

The next step in the process is to add our pastorate vacancy to the Moderator’s
List. That has now been promised in the next few months. At present I cannot give
you a firm date. I have to prepare a Pastorate Profile Summary as Interim Moderator.
This is a one page document. The pro-forma is presently with the three churches for
review. Hopefully the final document will be ready soon. This document will appear
on the Eastern Synod web site when our vacancy is added to the Moderator’s List. It
kindly hosts the Pastoral Profiles on behalf of the Moderators. You can check on
existing vacancies by accessing “Pastoral Profile Summaries — URC Eastern Synod”
website. The web page is simple to follow. We are in Southern Synod. We trust that
our profile will be added to this list by our Moderator in the coming months.

Anyone who is interested in the Pastorate (the necessary qualifications for
application are listed on the web page) can approach the respective Synod. They can
request a full pastoral profile. In our case it will comprise six documents!! The LMMR
(Local Mission & Ministry Review) and Mission Criteria from each church. Should a
minister express an interest in our pastorate the vacancy will be automatically closed to
any other would-be applicant. The interested minister will complete his/her necessary
documents which will be submitted, via Synod, to our Vacancy Committee for
consideration. Should our Committee determine, the minister will be invited to meet
Committee members at a suitable time and be shown around the three churches. It may
be that the minister and/or the Committee feel the Pastorate is unsuitable. Hence
interest will cease and our vacancy is again open to any intending applicant. I will stop
here, and take up the story when we reach that point. This will be some months down
the line.

The Pastorate Committee will have met on 23™ May at Geddes Place. It will
consider the construction and scope of the Vacancy Committee. Your representatives
will report back on the progress.

Colin Watson



Churches Together in Sidcup

Good Friday Walk of Witness

The usual Walk of Witness was held on Good Friday.

We met at St John's Church at 9.30am and had a hymn and a prayer before
starting the walk.

This year we decided to have our first "stop" outside St John's, then we
proceeded via Church Avenue round into the High Street.

Our second stop was outside "The Gym", third outside the Hill Top Tap
(opposite the old Police Station) and we finished on the green opposite Christ
Church.

After the final readings and hymns we went into Christ Church where we
were provided with tea or coffee and hot cross buns.
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Mabomboh Education Project (UK Charity number 1197537)
26™ April 2022

Dear friends
Please excuse this blanket request, but this is a project close to my heart.

Mabomboh is a rural village in Sierra Leone. It is quite isolated, and
children have to travel about 2/ miles each way through rough bush to their
nearest school. This is a dangerous and arduous journey, so many of the children
only start school at about the age of 8, by which time they have lost years of
valuable formal education. Mabomboh Education Project (MEP) has built a
school in the village and now offers quality, local pre-school and Primary
education for the 100 or so local children.

Teachers have been appointed and the school successfully opened in
January of this year. The issue that is now faced is that of accommodation for
the teachers. The teachers are not local and have been renting rooms in local
homes. Sadly, this is not a long-term solution. Daily commuting is out of the
question as the trip is nearly 2 hours each way and the roads are very poor.

MEP has decided that, in order to retain the teachers, we will build 3
blocks of 2 units each, to provide accommodation to the teachers at the school.
These will be rented to the teachers, but the income (in UK terms) is not enough
to pay for the buildings. It will, however, serve to maintain and repair the
buildings as needed. MEP can pay for the building of 2 of these blocks,
providing accommodation for 4 teachers.

MERP is looking to raise £8,000 towards the building of the third block. If
you can make any contribution towards this project, it would be most gratefully
received. Please look at the links below for more information on the project and
on how you can donate to this worthy cause.

www.Gofundme.com (Search for Mabomboh Community Project)
Facebook (Search for Ma Bomboh)

The pictures and videos on the Facebook page will do more to persuade
you then my words ever could. Please feel free to ask me any questions in this
regard.

Yours,
Duncan MacBean

Cradle Roll

Henry James William Clement was 2 on  May 8™ 2022

We hope you had a Happy birthday Henry !




From the Treasurer

On Sunday 15™ May I presented Emmanuel accounts for the year ending
August 31* 2021 at a Church meeting following morning service. The
congregation unanimously accepted the accounts and they were duly signed.
Our grateful thanks go to Samantha Palmer who works hard to prepare the
accounts each year.

It was pointed out that there has been a noticeable decrease in the final
amount in the bank accounts since 2020. This was mainly as a result of the
pandemic. The income from lettings had fallen considerably.

Although money has started coming in, in view of the forthcoming rise in
the cost of electricity and gas, estimated at an extra £2,500 pa (44%), the Elders
are worried that our funds will be severely affected. It is intended to raise the
hiring charges for the hall.

Although there are at present no plans for refurbishment, Emmanuel is an
old building and needs quite a lot of maintenance. Repairs come at a cost and we
are committed to an annual Church assessment payment of £13,700 to the
Circuit. We need to find ways of raising money to ensure the balance of our
accounts will meet our needs.

As treasurer, I feel very concerned for the future financial situation of our
Church.

Judith

Food Bank Report May 2022

Thank you to everyone who donates. It is very much appreciated by the
Food Bank and the people who find themselves in a very difficult situation.

Their Urgent Needs Are:

Washing Pods Tinned Rice Pudding
Deodorants Noodles

Shower Gel Sugar

Toothpaste Custard

Long life fruit juice Tinned spaghetti

Tins of fish Coffee

Tinned fruit Toilet paper

Long life milk (semi-skimmed) Carrier bags

Toilet Rolls Sweets, chocolate, treats

Bottles of Squash
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Services for June

Mr Ralph Brandhorst
Mrs Val Loader

Elders
Mr David Ball

Services for July

Mr Martin Leonard Communion
Mr David Ball
Mr John Twidale

Mr Paul Ayliffe
Mr Alan Kienlen

Services for August

Elders

Mr Martin Leonard Communion
Mrs Val Loader

Mr John Twidale



Revised Common Lectionary

Calendar Liturgical First Reading Psalm

Date Date

Jun-05  Day of Pentecost Acts 2:1-21 or Psalm 104:24-34,

Jun-12  Trinity Sun Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 Psalm 8

Jun-19  2nd Sun after P’cost 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), Psalm 42 and 43
8-15a

Jun-26  3rd Sun after P’cost 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20

Jul-03 4th Sun after P’cost 2 Kings 5:1-14 Psalm 30

Jul-10 5th Sun after P’cost  Amos 7:7-17 Psalm 82

Jul-17 6th Sun after P’cost Amos 8:1-12 Psalm 52

Jul-24 7th Sun after P’cost  Hosea 1:2-10 Psalm 85

Jul-31 8th Sun after P’cost Hosea 11:1-11 Psalm 107:1-9, 43

Aug-07  9th Sun after P’cost  Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23

Aug-14  10th Sun after P’cost Isaiah 5:1-7 Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19

Aug-21  11th Sun after P’cost Jeremiah 1:4-10 Psalm 71:1-6

Aug-28  12th Sun after P’cost Jeremiah 2:4-13 Psalm 81:1, 10-16

50" Anniversary Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration
Saturday 1* October 2:30 to 5:00pm
At Methodist Central Hall
Free Tickets available from bit.ly/urc50.

There will be a joint Pastorate service to celebrate the
URC Anniversary at Emmanuel on Sunday October 2"

The full Lectionary can be accessed on line at
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/index.php
Make sure you select the correct year (A, B or C)
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Revised Common Lectionary

Calendar Second Reading Gospel Reading
Date

Jun-05 Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21 John 14:8-17, (25-27)
Jun-12 Romans 5:1-5 John 16:12-15
Jun-19 Galatians 3:23-29 Luke 8:26-39
Jun-26 Galatians 5:1, 13-25 Luke 9:51-62

Jul-03 Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16 Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
Jul-10 Colossians 1:1-14 Luke 10:25-37
Jul-17 Colossians 1:15-28 Luke 10:38-42
Jul-24 Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) Luke 11:1-13

Jul-31 Colossians 3:1-11 Luke 12:13-21
Aug-07 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Luke 12:32-40
Aug-14 Hebrews 11:29-12:2 Luke 12:49-56
Aug-21 Hebrews 12:18-29 Luke 13:10-17
Aug-28 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 Luke 14:1, 7-14

Pastoral News

We must remember our members in Care homes. Lorna New and
Freda Skinner are in St Margaret's. Doris Willson has moved to a care home
in Swansea to be near her son.

Elaine Smith is now in Northbourne Court Care Home. Our thoughts
and prayers are with her husband George as well as with Elaine. It has been a
difficult time for them both.

It was lovely to see Audrey Fish in Church again recently and to know
that she is feeling much better. Pat Brace has had various health problems
which involve many appointments. Marion Parfitt has been unwell for some
time but is undergoing further tests and waiting for treatment

Maryia Long has had a hip replacement but is home again. We wish
her a good recovery.

Doreen Still's husband John is in hospital and Doreen has been unable
to come to Church recently. Please pray for them both.
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Emmanuel Church
Messy ChurchUpdate

Messy Church meetings were held again in
March, April and May covering a variety of different
themes.

In March the theme of Spring included food for
the birds, cherry blossom, flowers, caterpillars and a
banner of butterflies and clouds. Easter activities in April included Easter
baskets, donkeys, chickens hatching, bulb planting and frogs. A jar of frogspawn
fascinated all the children. The theme in May was 'Your senses', and
'Celebrations' has been chosen as the theme for June.

There will be no meetings in July and August.

The online booking system has been very successful as have the goody
bags of snacks and drinks.

More helpers would be welcomed in September.

Judith

QOur Pastorate Walk for Christian Aid

On 14™ May Jennifer and I met up with our fellow walkers from Geddes
Place and Bexley URC at 11am at the Greenwich Memorial Hospital on
Shooters Hill to start the walk

The weather was fantastic, in fact sometimes it was so hot that we were
grateful for the shade provided by the trees as we walked through the woods.

It was such an enjoyable day (good company - drinks - snacks - and
ice-creams to round the day ofY).

Thank you to everyone who sponsored us. We raised a great total of
£195 for Christian Aid.

Pat and Jennifer

If you wish to make a donation you can go to:-
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
or by phoning 020 7523 2046

Ed
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Farewell to Peter and Jenni Thornton

On May 1% after morning service, we said goodbye to Peter and Jenni
Thornton who have now moved to Weymouth. They will now be nearer one of
their sons and his family. We will miss them so much!

They were presented with a framed photograph of Emmanuel Church
where they have spent many happy years.as well as a goodbye card which
Church members had signed.

A celebration cake was cut to be shared by the congregation. Everyone
was able to say a final farewell and wish Jenni and Peter every happiness in their
new home.




A Lost Teddy Becomes Famous!

Many years ago on the lake shore of Derwentwater a precious teddy bear
was found by a lady who lived nearby. She picked it up, cleaned it up, put it in a
plastic bag and pinned it in the window of an old garage beside the lakeside
footpath in the hope that it would be reunited with its owner.

Today the teddy is still hanging in the garage window unclaimed and
surrounded by a large collection of postcards, letters and photographs sent from
all over the world by children ( and adults too ) addressed to “The Teddy in the
window”. The postman deciphers the addresses and all the teddy's fan mail has
been displayed now covering all the walls of the garage. Walkers on the
footpath pause to enjoy reading the many messages sent to the teddy. As well as
a post-box for passers by to use, there is now a collection slot for donations to
charities such as mountain rescue search dogs, first responders , Pets lifeline, and
cancer research. Thanks to the generosity of visitors to the lost teddy these
charities have benefited by hundreds of pounds.

This lakeside walk is one of our many favourite walks and a pause to catch
up with the fan mail of ‘the teddy in the window’ is always enjoyed.

One lost teddy has become very famous !

Judith
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The Secretary
Emmanuel Church Sidcup
37 The Grove

Sidcup

Kent

D

Al14 5NG 66 Commercial Street

London

20t February 2022 FLo
T 0300 636 1967

Supporter number: 2634213 F 0300 636 2012

enquiries@crisis.org.uk
To all at Emmanuel Church, www.crisis.org.uk

Thank you so much for your recent, extremely kind donation of £206.00 as the result of your
Christmas card tree and collections. This is a truly wonderful gift, please extend my thanks to all
involved.

You can be assured that your donation will be helping to change lives. And it’s thanks to people like
you all that we’ve been able to ensure our guests get the help they need recently to rebuild their
lives.

We've been providing emotional support, directing people to vital Crisis services, and offering
practical advice from our day centres, online and by phone. Our partner hotels have also been
providing emergency accommodation for those who need it.

And our guests have been able to rest, have a shower, get new clothing, feel safe —and start to look
ahead.

But Christmas is only the beginning.

In the new year, our year-round support is available. With tailored one-to-one support from our
long-term personal case workers, our guests can get advice on everything from mental health and
wellbeing, to housing and employment, take courses, get qualifications, find a job, and secure a
home - until they leave homelessness behind for good.

Without you all at Emmanuel Church, none of this would be possible.
Thank you for being part of our community - together we’re making amazing things happen in the
lives of people who need us most. '

Please feel free to contact me should you have any queries, or wish to find out more about our
work.

With best wishes,

Ricky Hobson r _I

Supporter Services Coordinator

Crisis
Together
Crisis UK (trading as Crisis). Registered Charity Numbers: E5W1082947, SC040094. Company Number: 4024938, we will end
Crisis UK is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales at the above address.
Patron: HRH Princess Alexandra, the Hon. Lady Ogilvy, KG, GCVO home‘essness
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Friday Coffee Morning

Every Friday in the Church Hall from
10.00am to Noon. Come in for a coffee &
biscuit and have a chat with friends. On fine
days there may also be a bric-a-brac stall
outside. All for church funds.

More volunteers to serve coffee
are needed desperately. Please see
Marion Parfitt if you can help.

Sunday Coffee

Coffee will continue to be served in the
church after morning service every Sunday.

Donations to Church Funds

ROTA

Jun 5 Ethel and Kathy Jy 24 Pat & Marion
12 Pat & Marion 31 Mandy and Judith
19 Roger & Christine
26 Mandy and Judith Aug 7 Roger & Christine
14 Pam & Jennifer
Jy 3 Annand Maryia 21 Ann and Maryia
10 Pam & Jennifer 28 Ethel and Kathy
17 Ethel and Kathy

Please Note

The closing date for copy for the Sep / Oct / Nov Outlook will be
Thursday 18™ Aug
Earlier contributions will be welcomed.

Please plan ahead and make sure that I am aware of any events or meetings
that need to be included on the calendar.

Tony Howard
Emmanuel.church.outlook@gmail.com
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S . Mustard Seed Relief Missions
> 213 Kings Drive
Eastbourne
East Sussex
BN21 207
L Tel/Fax: 01323505787
CWETAry geep E:mail : info@msrm.org.uk
Relief Missions Charity No 1129396

Showing Love in Action

March 2022.

Dear Supporter

I wanted to write to you personally to express my sincere thanks for your support of Mustard Seed
for this years ‘Love in a Box’ campaign.

Please find enclosed a ‘Love in a Box” certificate as a token of our appreciation. Thanks to your
support the charity distributed over 10,000 Christmas boxes to disadvantaged children in Moldova,
they would not have had Christmas presents without your kindness and as usual the boxes bought
such happiness to all the children.

On behalf of all the children you have helped ‘Thank you’ I can assure you each and every box was
cherished. T would also like to “Thank you’ also for contributing to over 10,000 smiles.

With the devastating humanitarian crisis that is now unfolding across eastern Europe we have
decided that this year’s love in a Box will be suspended. We need to help in a more direct way as
soon as we can. Moldova has in the last fortnight received more refugees per head than any other
country. It is also only 30 miles from the Ukraine city of Odesa.

Therefore we are requesting that instead of donating the usual £4 per box we can do more to help by
accepting donations instead.

If you wish to help please send cheques payable to Mustard Seed Relief Mission, 213 Kings Drive,
Eastbourne. BN21 2UJ, or by bank transfer to Mustard Seed Relief Mission. Sort code 52-41-00,
Account No 40106802.

It has been discussed and it would cost the charity somewhere in the region of £10,000 to collect,

sort and send aid, whereas we can avoid using those funds and send the financial aid direct to where
it would be best used.

With Every Blessing

Yours Sincerely,

Lisa Smart
Director
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Weekday Activities

Monday 2.00pm Monday Fellowship (except Bank Hols)
5.45pm 3" Sidcup Beavers
6.30pm 3" Sidcup Cub Scouts
7.30pm 3" Sidcup Scouts

Thursday 10. 00am Ladies Morning Club

Friday 10.00am—noon Coffee Morning

1.30pm Parents & Toddlers Club
4.45pm 6" Sidcup Rainbows
6.00pm 6" Sidcup Brownies
7.30pm 4™ Sidcup Guides
(aa)
MINISTER Awaiting new Minister

CHURCH SECRETARY

HALL BOOKINGS

EDITORS

CIRCUIT WEB SITE
CHURCH WEB SITE

Emmanuel Church Sidcup

Mrs Jennifer Willson

37 The Grove

North Cray,

DA14 5NG Tel: 020 8302 0059
emmanuelchurchsidcup@gmail.com

Mr. Peter Lake Tel: 020 8300 6181
07711 043876
lettings@emmanuelchurchsidcup.org.uk

Tony and Judith Howard

9 Priestlands Park Road

Sidcup, DAIS5 7HR  Tel: 020 8300 6936
Emmanuel.church.outlook@gmail.com

www.orpchiscircuit.org.uk
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